Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 69B

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  





Grace Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #98

“Sing a New Song to Jehovah” 
We will profess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed  p 6 front hymnals



Please be seated
Catechism Reading:
Lord’s Day 18 Forms and Confessions pg27



(Already covered LD15 at Easter) Out of order, but Back on Track now…
Song of continued worship and Praise #208   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
        Congregational prayer:   

 SCRIPTURE READING From Romans 8

Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   #325   “At the Name of Jesus” 

Sermon Text:  Acts 1:6-11   John 14:1-6:15-27
 
Sermon Title: 
“He Ascended… So What?!”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #327
“Christ shall have dominion” 
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#117
“Praise Jehovah All ye Nations”
Evening Sermon: “He Ascended… So What?”





Heidelberg #18
Text: John 14:1-6, 15-27

Reading: Acts 1:6-11; Romans 8,
LD 18

Ascension Day May 10, 2018
Introduction:
Children, how would you feel if your parents told you that they were going away on a trip and they were going to leave you home alone – and I mean, leaving you little ones home alone, the oldest is in charge, you children behave until mom and dad come back – whenever that is…  At first you might think it would be fun, until you try to cook and don’t know how to do much, and you realize you can’t drive to the store, you don’t know where mom hides the cleaning supplies… before long you would realize that being home alone, just the kids for a long time, isn’t fun at all – it would be quite scary, possibly terrifying! You might feel as if Mom and Dad abandoned you…  



And such was the position of the disciples before Jesus was crucified. For He had told them repeatedly that He was going to leave, but they didn’t know what they would do without Him. But then, wonderfully, miraculously Jesus arose from the Dead. But then about a month and a half later, Jesus left again – and THIS TIME… He left for Good! 
Growing up, I always assumed the ascension was just this cool and amazing event… Because while the disciples watched, Christ was lifted up from the earth to Heaven! The catechism adds that He will be there for our good, until He comes again to judge the living and the dead… and that always made sense to me. I never thought about the turmoil and fear and doubts that must have plagued the minds of the disciples… The man who had led them and taught them for 3 years – the man who had died for them… Just went away! Surely that would have caused no small fear/anxiety in the disciples… which is why Jesus spent so much time in the upper room, before His death explaining what was to come.
In our text, we see our Theme: Jesus comforts His disciples about the future by explaining that He (Jesus) is their intercessor, their guarantee, and their goal 


We will examine the text under 3 headings:
I. Jesus Pleads Our Cause
II. Jesus Guarantees Our Destination
III. Jesus Transforms Our Lives through the Spirit
We will work through those 3 headings by asking and answering Heidelberg Catechism Question/Answer #49:
How does Christ’s Ascension to Heaven benefit us? First, He pleads our cause in Heaven in the presence of His Father.



And that is the essence of our first point:

I. Jesus Pleads Our Cause (REPEAT) 
Even as we state that wonderful fact, a question arises… 
a. For who’s Cause does Jesus Plead? We say He pleads Our Cause, but who can legitimately say that? 

Jesus says in vs. 16, that He will speak to the Father and the Father will give YOU another Counselor: We know that Jesus was speaking only to the disciples on that night, but on another level He was speaking to those of whom verse 15 is/was true. If you love me, you will obey what I command… Jesus gives the condition: If you love me, and the personal response, you will obey what I command, and then He continues in verse 16 to give His response – He says, AND I will ask the Father …  Jesus speaks to the Father on behalf of all Christians, for all who love Him and do what He commands.
b. That Leads us to ask: For what does Jesus ask the Father?
Jesus doesn’t actually tell us specifically what He asks the Father, but we can infer AT least part of it, from the very next phrase: …ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of Truth. Jesus pleads our cause, by asking the Father to send us this Counselor, who is called elsewhere, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We know from Romans 8, that this same Spirit whom the Father gives to believers also intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express, and He intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will. We will look at this work of the Spirit (and verse 17) more under our 3rd heading… For Now, Note That:





 This intercession by the Spirit is an outflow from Christ’s work as our advocate and intercessor.
And as we look at the rest of the New Testament, we see that:
c. Jesus’ intercession for believers extends beyond simply asking for the Spirit… 
In our text, Jesus only mentions the Spirit, but that was just the first part of His pleading Our Cause before the Father. For we are told later in Romans 8 that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father interceding for us! What does that mean though? It doesn’t only mean sending the Spirit, rather, as the writer of Hebrews explains – Jesus intercedes for us as our Great High Priest. The High Priest would plead for the forgiveness of the people of Israel when He offered sacrifices before God. But unlike the priests of the Old Testament who offered imperfect sacrifices and then died…  Jesus has offered the perfect sacrifice of Himself, and Now stands forever in the presence of God to intercede and plead for the complete forgiveness and salvation of all those who come to God through faith in HIM.  
Jesus’ pleading for believers is the first benefit of Christ’s ascension to Heaven. But our Catechism gives us 2 more benefits – the next of which is this: Second, we have our own flesh in heaven – a guarantee that Christ our head will take us, His members, to Himself in Heaven.
And that summarizes our Second point:

II. Jesus Guarantees Our Destination (REPEAT)
Jesus explained this to the disciples in verse 18, when He said, “I will not leave you as Orphans, I will come to you.” Jesus fulfills that promise to the Apostles in three very different ways…
a. First, He intended to see them after His death.
He is explaining how He would be leaving the disciples. He was not going to die and abandon them like orphans to fend for themselves! NO, quite to the contrary… as verse 19 explains: It was only a little while longer and the World would no longer see Jesus because He would be crucified (dead, and buried). After His resurrection, Jesus would no longer reveal Himself to the World, to those large crowds, but the disciples would see Jesus after He rose from the dead.  He would come to them. 
b. Second, Jesus would not leave the disciples without help even after He ascended into Heaven
A TRUE orphan is a child who has lost his/her parents and has no guardian or provider…  But even after Jesus ascended into Heaven, He still wasn’t going to leave the disciples alone or abandon them –  Now in Matthew 28, Jesus told His disciples that He would be with them always, even to the end of the World – and YET, He ascended into Heaven! Our Catechism reconciles that difficulty for us very well, saying: Christ is truly human and truly God. In His human nature Christ is not now on earth; but in His divinity, majesty, grace and Spirit He is not absent from us for a moment! 


Indeed, that is what Jesus meant when He said that He would ask the Father to send the Spirit – that the disciples (and all Christians for that matter) would not be orphaned or alone in this life… and so believers are guaranteed the Holy Spirit to be with them forever – which is in itself a type of guarantee of our eternal destination!
c. Third, Jesus’ ascension ITSELF was a guarantee of Heaven
As Jesus pointed out earlier in the chapter, the disciples were going to be far from orphans… because Jesus was going to their Heavenly Father’s house to prepare a place for them! (the separation was only temporary) In verses 1-3, Jesus says: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; Trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you, I WILL come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am….” An orphan is a child who has lost his or her parents to death and has no hope of seeing them again in this life… but in contrast to orphans, Jesus was explaining that He was going to prepare a place for the disciples. And He explains this further at the end of verse 19, where He said, “Because I live, you also will live.” Jesus’ resurrection life enabled the disciples to live spiritually, but also gave them entrance to eternal life in the Father’s house. 

And so in these words, we see Jesus guaranteeing every Christians’ place in Heaven through His resurrection and ascension. Because He rose from the dead, physically/bodily – so we too will be raised in glory when He returns… Because He ascended into Heaven to prepare a place for us, so we are guaranteed to go and be with God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) for all eternity – for human flesh is already there in the presence of God in the person of Jesus Christ! 
d. In verse 20, Jesus continues, “On that day, you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you…” This day of which Jesus speaks is hard to define exactly, because it could be the day the disciples saw Jesus after the Resurrection, or it could be the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit would come in power, or it might be that day that is yet to come when every believer will stand glorified in the presence of God – seeing the supreme majesty of the Triune God and the glorious bride of Christ, the church… And in a way, I think it can refer to all three – 
For when the disciples saw the Risen Christ, they began to understand this powerful mystery – the Spirit further illumined their understanding at Pentecost – but that knowledge won’t be near complete until that final day in the New Heavens and the New Earth! O, What a Day that will be!
 Look forward to it! REVEL in the Thought of viewing a perfected, glorified church – the Bride of Christ! Delight in that complete union which will be yours with God the Son, God the Father and God the Spirit!  
Such thoughts should fill your mind with awe and anticipation… longing to see the day when we will see God and His people living together in unity for eternity!! 











That is a Life-changing thought that should affect all your actions…
THAT is WHY Jesus has sent His Spirit to us on earth… for as our catechism explains: By the Spirit’s power, we make the goal of our lives, not earthly things, but the things above where Christ is, seated at God’s right hand.


And in that way:  Jesus Transforms our Lives through the Spirit – our 3rd Point.
III. Jesus Transforms Our Lives through the Spirit
In verse 21, Jesus clarifies HOW Our lives are transformed: “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.” 
This is the 2nd  time Jesus has made this connection between Love and obedience. The first time, in verses 15 and following, He was saying if you love, then you will obey what I command and you will receive the Spirit of Truth.  
a. Jesus then defines the Spirit of Truth

First, He made a distinction, in verse 17, between believers and unbelievers – specifically that not everyone will receive the Spirit – in fact, “the World” CANNOT accept Him – they don’t have the ability to accept the Spirit of Truth. However, Jesus continues to explain that the disciples already knew the Spirit of Truth – LOOK AT WHAT JESUS SAYS, HE lives with you and will be in you. HOW DID THE DISCIPLES KNOW THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH BEFORE Pentecost? 

Well, we need to just step back and think about the different phrases here… Who lived with the disciples? Jesus. What was Jesus’ relationship to the Spirit of Truth? He was one with the Holy Spirit as co-equal, co-eternal members of the Trinity. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit was dwelling in Jesus in a special way, empowering Him for ministry ever since His Baptism! And so Jesus is subtly explaining that He was not sending some strange Spiritual being to be with the Disciples, but in fact the Father would send the same Spirit who had indwelt Christ for His earthly ministry!

b. Therefore in the same way the Spirit of Truth would empower the disciples for life & ministry!
From the day of Pentecost on, the disciples and all of you who are Christians have had the Holy Spirit living in you, empowering you, sanctifying you, and interceding for you according to God’s will! I want you to see what Jesus did in this paragraph – He began with love, then obedience, then Spirit – but then He builds back out from there to discuss the results of the Spirit beginning in verse 20 (a realization regarding the unity of the Godhead and the body of Christ),

Then He discusses obedience and then closes with love… through this Hebrew form of emphasis, Jesus is pressing you to see Him as your source of life and as the ultimate object of your Love! The Spirit of Truth, the Counselor sent by God, will be the one to confirm and convince you of both truths. Furthermore the Spirit will sanctify you and lead you to LOVE Jesus more than all else in life… and as He does THAT, you will obey the commands of Jesus more and more! Obedience flows from Love, and Love flows from faith in Christ – for who cannot love the one who died to save us when we were His enemies?! 
Conclusion:
Jesus closes that argument in vs.21 with comfort: “He who loves me will be loved by My Father, and I too will love Him and show Myself to Him!” Jesus truly is the way, the truth and the life! He is the way to reconciliation with our Heavenly Father, for it is through Christ that we experience the Love of the Triune God!

Have you experienced that Love? 
Are you experiencing that love right now? How can you know? 
        Your feelings are the absolute worst place to find an experience of God’s love – for we are so fickle and easily deceived.



 Our feelings constantly change! So: How can you know for sure…  
You need to ask yourself if you truly love Jesus… Is He the source of your life? Because He lives, you live? 


You can know if your faith and love is real… based on what Jesus says in vs 15 & 21: If you love Him, you will obey what He commanded. We read Jesus’ fundamental command in vs 1 of this chapter: Believe in God, Believe also in Me! 

When you believe that Jesus is the perfect Savior who died to save you – a wretched sinner – then you will truly love Him! And flowing from that love will be the persistent desire to obey what He commands… and in that obedient response of faith & love You will find assurance of God’s love for you! 
AMEN.
